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Your President Writes a Letter 


It is with the deepest of regrets that | have received a letter 
of resignation from Harry Simpson as Editor of the ‘’Band- 
wagon,” a spot that he took over in 1947 


The Circus Historical Society and |, your President, have 
nothing but the finest words of praise for Harry. When John 
Van Matre resigned and | as Vice-President took over, CHS 
had hit its lowest ebb. We had the sum of $7.00 in the 
treasury, and Harry volunteered to assume the printing and 
mailing of the “Bandwagon,”’ a stint that he did for free 
gratis for one solid year 


Now due to the death of his father he has had to assume 
the entire responsibility of the printing office and that takes 
up his time along with various other duties so that he is un- 
able to keep on as Editor of “Bandwagon.” 


For the past five years through the help of Harry Simpson 
and the past two years of Bob King, CHS has made rapid 
strides. We now have a substantial balance in our treasury, 
our membership is now composed of real collectors, people 
interested in the clubs, and its standards 


Bob King as chairman, is lining up a fine Convention to 
be held in Cincinnati, August 3-4-5, full details of which 
will be in the May issue. There will be an issue of Bandwagon 
EVERY month from now on, plus the Historical pictures due 
the members. The majority of dues are due May 1, so 
look on your membership card and if they are due, send 
them in 


Looking forward to seeing you all in Cincinnati 


Sincerely your President, 


BETTE LEONARD 


The Circusiana Magazine 





CWUIUULUVOUVAUUUUUVOUNAUUVOUUUURULUUUULEAU UAL 
HOBBY 


| Bandwagon 


122 South Main Street 
Camden, Ohio 


MARCH-APRIL, 


fal. 6 


Editor - Publisher 
AGNES W. KING 


Associate Editors 


JOHN C. KUNZOG 
CHARLIE DUBLE 


Staff Writers 
WILLIAM KASISKA 
BILL GREEN 
JOSEPH T. BRADBURY 
ALLEN P. WESCOTT 
JAKE POSEY 
TOM PARKINSON 
EDWARD W. CRIPPS 


Staff Photographers 


CLARENCE SHANK 
JOHNY VOGELSANG 


15¢ a single copy 
$1.00 a year in U.S.A. 


Advertising rate 
$1.00 per col. inch 
Permission to copy articles in this maga- 
zine must be secured from both author | 
and publisher | 
OQOQQNNNONONUADUODOLODOOONODLOONOEOOODOOOONDOnAe non 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 


Management, etc f the Hobb' 
Bandwagon required by an 
Congre August 24, 1912 
Bandwagon, published monthly 
den, Ohic 

Owner 
Harry M. Simpson 

Mortgagee 


editor and manager 


Camden, Ohic 


publisher 


None 
SIMPSON 
Publisher 
4 sworn before me thi 
tember, 1950 
LOUISE SIMPSON, 
Notary Public 


25th day « 


The Editor Says 


This month | am taking over 
as Editor of the Bandwagon. This 
is Q new experience for me, and 
I’m a little in the dark as to what 
is expected of For this 
reason, | am asking each of you 
to be my assistant—to send me 
stories of historic 
value; to send in photos which 
you think might be used in the 
Banwagon. | want to continue to 
get out a magazine that will have 
the interest and value that Harry 
Simpson has always had, and | 
will try my very best to do this 
Its not going to be easy — far 
from it. BUT—with your help 

each and every one of you— 
| will strive to do it 
and help me! 


AGNES W. KING 
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Buffalo Bill Train in England 


Information on a 1903 railway movement for Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show in England, as reprinted by The World’s Fair, British 
amusement paper, March 3, 1951 


Show train was to be moved “‘in accordance with the instructions 
laid down for the working of the Royal Train.” 


Records copied were for Saturday, June 20, moving between Coy- 
entry and Rugby. Equipment used earlier by Barnum & Bailey was 
used. All cars were 54 feet long and 8 feet wide. The 8-foot width 
extended downward to 72 inches of the tracks. All had Westing- 
house motors and vacuum brakes. Sleepers were red. All other 
cars were orange 


All but 8 of the cars had American couplings. The 8 exceptions 
were 7 stock cars and | baggage car, and these had American coup 
lings at one end and English couplings at the other. One of these 
eight cars had to be placed at each end of each section of the show 
train in order to couple the English rail equipment to the American 
show train 


The first section included: Engine, a 3rd class brake carriage, | 
double coupling stock car, 7 regular stock cars, 5 sleepers, 1 double 
coupling stock car, a 3rd class brake carriage 


The second section had: Engine, a 3rd class brake carriage, | 
double coupling stock car, 15 flat cars, | double coupling baggage 


car, a 3rd class brake carriage 


The third section had: Engine, 1 double coupling stock car, 7 flat 
cars, 5 stock cars, 3 sleepers, | box sleeper, | double coupling stock 
car, a 3rd class brake carriage 


Apparently, 3rd class brake carriages were the equivalent of ca 
booses and were not used to carry show equipment or people. Mov- 
ing in three sections, only six of the special-coupling cars were 
needed. The other two stocks must go together and are listed along 
with the regular stocks in this list 


It doesn’t say why 3rd class brake carriages are used at the head 
of two sections but not of the third 


There were 55 cars in the trains, counting the brake carriages 
Presumably, therefore, there were 50 show-owned cars 


John M. Kelly, Baraboo, Wisconsin, is slowly recovering from an 
auto accident. His son Harlan, noted blind lawyer has been forced 
to give up his law practice and return to Baraboo due to illness. The 
son had to have one leg amputated due to diabetes. John Kelley is 
finishing ‘‘Rain or Shine’’ and expects it to be printed this spring 


Merle Evans and his circus Band have made a series of new band 
recordings. An album of these records includes ‘’Quality Plus,’’ 
“Sunny Land Waltzes,”’ ‘Royal Bridesmaids,’’ “Entry of the Gladi- 
ators” and ‘’Bull Trombone.” 
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Sells--Floto Circus, 1923 


Sept. 5, 1923, Dixon, IIl—‘One day only, read the bills for Sells 
Floto Circus and Buffalo Bill Wild West 


“This is the world’s greatest circus with five rings and two stages, 
herds of elephants, a continental zoo, gorgeous lyrical spectacle, “A 
Night In Persia.’ The show brings 2100 people and horses with the 
world’s largest street parade.” 


Of the performers the agent said, ‘‘Blood will tell.“ Three years 
ago Erma Ward, now the 19-year old star of the Sells Floto Circus, 
was in school at Peoria, II]. A member of her family desired that 
she go east to a famous music conservatory. Instead she joined out, 
she had an idea she could hang by one hand and throw her body 
over countless times, excuting the most difficult of aerial feats, the 
one-arm somersault. Seasoned performers are unable to do it once 
but Erma accomplishes it 40 times. Within three months she was 
the star of the season. She and Mamie Ward, who is the only woman 
to turn a double somersault in midair to a hand-to-hand catch, spend 
their spare time knitting. Bee Starr is a dainty artist of the troupe 
headed by Mamie Ward and Edward Ward and known as The Flying 
Wards 


The above is another of Bob Taber’s fine press releases, from his 
fine collection of same 





James E. Cooper, known all over the country as one of the best 
circus managers, died in 1892 on January 2 in Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. 
Cooper was at different times a partner of Barnum, Bailey, Cole, 
Hutchinson, O’Brien and Hemmings. He also was the proprietor of 
the Adam Forepaugh and had been in circus business since he was 
fifteen. When he died his fortune was estimated to be $1,800,000. 


The first millionaire circus owner was W. W. Cole 





Ed. Cripps has just bought a book from the local bookstore that 
you fellows may be interested in called Little Annie Oakley and other 
Rugged People, by Stewart H. Holbrook, published by The Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y. 1948 





ISRAEL’S FIRST CIRCUS HARD PRESSED FOR MEAT 


TEL AVIV, (AP)—The first circus in this country has celebrated 
its first anniversary gaily, although under somewhat austere circum- 
stances 


The circus, an ex-soldiers’ co-operative enterprise, which has its 
tents in Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv, has no lions because the food 
controller cannot allocate them enough meat. There is enough fish 
fillet in the country, but lions don’t like it. A bear act could be 
booked only because the bear’s owner undertook to bring the honey 
with him 

Reprinted from Palladium-Item, April 5, 1951 
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How Pete Conklin Became A Clown 


Pete Conklin (not related to P. Conklin of Brantford, was touring 
with the E. J. Mabie Circus through the south in the days when circus 
life was one of opposition fights. Murders were being committed 
and circus people were more or less rough-housed. 


Tony Pastor the celebrated clown of the age was with Mabie show 
as featured clown. When he heard that the show was to tour through 
Texas he refused to go with the show. This left the show without a 
clown. John Conklin, the eldest brother of Pete Conklin, was ap- 
proached by the Mabie Bros. as to what could be done. John was 
an acrobat with the show and he said, ‘I’m sure that Pete can do it,’’ 
and Pete took on the chore with great success from the start. 


He was a great hit but on pay day he found that even so his salary 
did not rise accordingly and being unable to get the Mabie’s to give 
him more money he went to a livery stable to hire a team and rig 
to take him to the nearest railroad station. Instead the liveryman 
sold him a team of mules and wagon for $75.00 with which he went 
back to the show and set up a stand outside the circus grounds selling 


lemonade and other things. He made some money at this and the 
circus management realized that a circus without a clown just was- 


n‘t a circus so the Mabie’s gave Pete Conklin his salary and besides 
bought his mules and wagon for $250.00. Peter Conklin went on 
from there to be one of the great circus clowns of the age. 





Animals Are Smart 


Frank Bostock the famous oldtime wild animal trainer once said, 
“The greatest lion trainers must be men of the best personal in- 
tegrity, who smoke and drink very little, if at all, and who possess 
self-control to an unusual degree. This is a fact that is very little 
known and seems to be difficult to realize by those that have not 
studied the matter that in some curious manner wild animals know 
instinctively whether men are addicted to bad habits. It is one of 
the problems which are beyond human understanding. For it is a 
fact that for those that are the least bit inclined to drink or lead a 
loose life, the wild animal has neither fear nor respect. He despises 
them with all the contempt of his animal nature, and recognizes 
neither their authority nor superiority 


DID YOU KNOW? 


That twice the girth of an elephant’s foot is the height to its 
shoulder 
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Brit Roth, 87 Years Young 


WRITES FOR ALLENTOWN PAPER 


“COUP’S CIRCUS LAST NIGHT 


atered to an 
{-time litt 


1 the tent 


up 
bit 


letter 
dbills or 
up, Snyder 
hould be 
acquire 
w was Organ 
Bethlehem in the spring of 
and was in thc 
lentown, later at 
kn 
agon or a ilroad 
museum filled liniat 19 Cou as a brother of W. C 


who persuaded P. 
him in launching the 
wn P. T. Bar 
arnum ai Bailey | 


Zimmer 


recollection 
Jer-Zimmerman recu 
4 timers who can 

the 18 

information 
recollection 
wn about 
century be 
immerman Circu 
llection 


ne 
and 

und We 
couldn’t 
Id-timer 





CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Founded in 1939 


OFFICERS 
BETTE LEONARD 


~ ~-PRESIDENT 
440 N. Dod: 


, Wichita, Kans. 
MAURICE ALLAIRE VICE-PRES. 
24 Vermont Ave., Portland 5, Maine 
WALTER_PIETSCHMANN 

7337 Third St., Apt. 202 
ROBERT C. KING - nanaSile ¥ 
P. 0. Box 235, Richmond, Ind. 

NESW N Editor 
F x 235 nond 
WILLIAM GREEN ELECTION COMM, 
312 N.C S gton, Kans. 
CHAPLAIN 


Detroit, Mich. 


REV. ARTHUR 


t T 
on, Tenn 


PAST PRESIDENTS 
Don Smith 
Walter Tyson 
Arthur Stensvard 
John VanMatre 


DIRECTORS 


OF Ind.—Chalmer 
—Maine,, Vt 


. H., Mass., R. | 
Dela., Md 


» N . 
“John Crowley, Allen 
, Pa., Va., W. Va., 

Matre, Charles Kistler 
Div. 4—N. C.. S. C., Ga., Ala., Fla., 
Tenn Ark La. Ar achter 
Div. 5—Wisc., Ill., Minn., lowa, Mo.—Wil- 
liam Kasiska, J. A. Havirland 
Div. 6—N. Dak., S. Dak., 
Tex Joe Fleming 

Wyo., Colo., N. M., 

arvin Kreiger, Jr. 
Calif.—Joseph 


Ky.— 
Miss., 


Nebr., Kansas, 


9—Canado 
10—South 


Edward Cripps. 
America and England—€. 


FOR SALE 
COPIES OF THE BILLBOARD 


FROM THE EARLY ‘20's AND ‘30's 


VIEWS OF COLE BROS. STEAM 
CALLIOPE IN THE INAUGERATION 
PARADE TAKEN IN 1949, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Old Circus Photos and Newspaper 
Clippings 
All Kinds of Circusiana 


F. C. FISHER 
104 
MICHIGAN 


BOX 


JACKSON 


-Hobby 





The Field Story! 
FIELD’S MINSTRELS 
The Best In the West 


A Racy Narrative of Pioneer Days of 
De- 
composer of 


Show Business, Stage and Circus 


Dan Emmett, 
The 


AL G. FIELD’S 


“Watch Yourself 
Go By” 


544 pages, illustrated, cloth bound 
$1.50 POSTPAID 


tails of 
Dixie. 


cross-c 


famous minstrels’ 


PAUL H. NORTH, Jr. 
81 Bullitt Park Place 
COLUMBUS 9, OHIO 





*IRGUS: 


BY 


GEORGE HAMID 
$3.00 


THE GUNROOM 
BOOKSELLERS 


NORTH CASTINE, MAINE 


Bandwagon, March-April 


1951—Page 


rs 








CIRCUSIANA 


BOUGHT and SOLD 


C. Spencer Chambers 





